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By Howard Armstrong 

Special to The Washington Post 

PHOENIX— The. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ap- 
parently thought its coun- 
terintelligence efforts 

against a socialist professor 
here were successful'in 1970 
because it later said his. rep- 
utation and standing in the 
academic community had 
been “greatly tarnished.” 

FBI documents released 
Tuesday to Dr. Morris Star- 
sky, a former Arizona State 
University philosophy pro- 
• fessor, reveal a campaign at 
least two years long by the 
FBI to get Starsky -dis- 
missed and to disrupt New 
Left activities at tlie univer- 
sity between 1968 and 1970. 

They show how Starsky 
was chosen as a vulnerable 
target in the first docu- 
mented case of harassment 
of a private citizen by the 
FBI’s Counterintelligence 
Program, known in j the 
agency as COINTELPRO. 

Starsky, 41, was fired by 
the state board of regents 
June 30, 1970, after the FBI 
in Phoenix had sent . an 
anonymous letter discredit- 
ing him to a five-member 




university faculty commit- 
tee , that was weighing 
whether he should be dis- 
missed. 

However, it is difficult to 
determine, to what extent 
the letter influenced the fir- 
ing. 

Dr. Ross Rice, an ASU po- 
litical science professor who 
was chairman of the review 
committee, said the commit- 
tee recommended against 
firing Starsky and that the 
FBI letter didn’t influence 
the committee because com- 1 
mittee members agreed that 
■ anonymouse material couldn’t 
’ be considered. i 

Ross added, “We had no 
reason to think at the time 
it (the letter) could have 
emanated from the FBI.” 

The regents, however, re- 
jected the Ross commit- 
tee's recommendation and 
yielded to pressure from 
legislators who demanded 
Starsky be fired because he 
had dismissed, a class at 
ASU so he could speak to / 
student protesters, at the 
University of Arizona in 
Tucson. 

Dr. Paul Singer, chairman 
of the board of regents 



when Starsky was fired, said 
Thursday the regents were 
“absolutely not aware” of 
the FBI letter when their 
action was taken. 

“I’ve never heard of it un- 
til now, and I’m as aston- 
ished as anyone else,” said 
Singer. 

Starsky contends his fir- 
ing has prevented him from 
keeping teaching jobs at a 
California university and at 
a California college. He is 
now doing legal research for 
a living in Los Angeles, he 
said. His appeal to be reins- 
tated at ASU is niow before 
the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in San Francisco. 

The FBI documents were 
released to Starsky by At- 
torney General William B. 
Saxbe after the former pro- 
fessor appealed for their re- 
lease under the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

■ Saxbe said in a letter to 
Starsky’s attorney, Alan M. 
Kyman of Phoenix, that 
four COINTELPRO docu- 
ments on Starsky, were with- 
held by the FBI. , 

Also among the released 
documents are several mem- 



oranda sent by special 
agents in charge of the 
FBI’s Phoenix field office to 
then-Director J. Edgar Ho- 
over, recommending that 
COINTELPRO move against 
Starsky, and a communique 
from’ Hoover’s office author- 
izing the ; anonymous letter 
to be sent. 

All the memoranda were 
heavily edited to delete 
names of apparent FBI in- 
formers and . cooperating 
agencies. 

The latest of the memo- 
randa released, dated June 
30, 1970, 20 days after Star- 
sky’s firing’ said some per- 
son or organization, whose 
name had been deleted, 
“advised that the various 
■charges against Starsky 
brought out during this 
hearing and other anony- 
mous charges received by 
the faculty committee mem- 
bers, greatly tarnished Star- 
sky’s reputation and stand- 
ing in the academic commu- 
nity.” 

. Starsky, a self-proclaimed 
socialist, aroused the anger 
of conservative associates, 
and others in Arizona for or- 
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ganizing anti-Vietnam war 
teach-ins at ASU and anti- 
draft activities and for his 
membership in the Socialist 
Workers Party and Young 
Socialist Alliance. He said 
here Wednesday that the 
partial disclosure of his file 
by the FBI significantly 
demonstrates the “insidious 
methods” used by the 
agency to . violate the civil 
rights of -political dissidents 
in America. 

He and Kyman said they- 
plan legal action to force 
disclosure of the balance of 
the FBI’s file on. him. . ■ ! 

. The earliest of the docu- 
ments released by Saxb.e, 
dated May 31, 1968, was ad- 
dressed to Hoover by John 
P. Mull Jr., special agent 
then in charge in Phoenix. 
It read, in part: 

“It is apparent that New 
Left organizations and activ- 
ities in the Phoenix metro- . 
politan area have received 
. their inspiration and leader- 
ship almost exclusively from 
the members of the faculty 
in the department of philos- 
ophy at Arizona State Uni- 
versity, chiefly Assistant 



Prof. Morris J. Starsky. The 
most logical' targets for po- 
tential counter-intelligence 
: action locally are therefore 
pretty obvious.” 

A subsequent memo from 
Mull to Hoover, dated July - 
1, 1968, said Starsky’s dis- 
missal from ASU “could be 
expected to disrupt New 
Left organizations at Ari- 
zona State University and in 
the Phoenix area generally.” 
Three months later, an- 
other .Mull memo to Hoover 
said Starsky “has continued 
to spotlight himself as a tar- 
get for counterintelligence 
action” by being named with 
his wife, Pamela, as presi- 
dential electors for the So- 
cialist Workers Party. The 
memo said that a recommen- 
dation for counterintelli- 
gence action' would be sub- 
mitted by separate letter. 

. After the faculty commit- 
tee began reviewing charges 
against Starsky in April, , 
,1970, Special Agent in 
. Charge Paul H Fields wrote 
Hoover, detailing Starsky’s 
troubles with both his oppo- 
nents and some members of 
thie New Left community at 
the , utuversity. He asked. 



permission to send the anon- 
ymous letter to the faculty 
committee. 

A communique dated 
April 24, 1970, from the FBI 
director to Fields granted 
the permission. 

The anonymous letter al- 
leged that , Starsky -had 
learned of an attempted sui- 
cide by one of his close cam- 
pus co-workers, and, feeling 
that the man no longer 
could be trusted, demanded 
the return of Socialist litera- 
ture. When he refused, the 
letter continued,; Starsky 
and three others “invaded” 
his apartment and threat- 
ened to have him beaten 
“unmercifully.” 

“Where, did Starsky learn 
of the effectiveness of 
smashing into a person’s 
house at 2 a.m.?” the FBI’s 
anonymous letter asked. 
“Also, of utilizing four per- . 
sons to threaten the health' 
or life of someone? Is- this 
an example of academic 
socialism? Should the ASU 
student body enjoy the guid- 
ance of such an instructor? 

It seems to . me that this 
type of activity is something 
that Himmler or Beria could 
attempt with pride. If Star- 




sky did not' enjoy the pres- 
tige and sanctuary o,f -Jiis 
position, he would be prop- . 
erly punished for such a*to- 
talitarian venture.” 

The letter was signed “A 
concerned ASU alumnus.” < 

In the June 30, 1^70, 

'memo to Hoover, Special 
■ Agent in Charge Robertj-E. ; 
Gebhardt said, “New Left 
activities in the Phoenix di- 
vision are largely dormant' 
at -the present time and it 
seems unlikfely that there 
will be any significant. New 
Left activity in this area 
during July and August.”' 

It added that Starsky had 
-been fired following the 
mailing, of the anonymous 
letter, - and , -that “in. the, 
event his ease becomes a. 
cause c'elebre for the New- 
Left or the Socialist Worloo 
ers Party on the ASU eanu- 
pus in the near tutur.e,' -it ' 
will be evaluated for possi- 
ble counterintelligence ac-: 
tion.” 

Gebhardt, now an assist-, 
ant to the FEI director in 
Washington, said ‘,T don’t. re-, 
call any of it;” when queried, 
about the Starsky case. , ,. . 

Mull and Fields could not 
be located for comment. ’. 




